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Gathering 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 
Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 
There is a brief introduction to the service from Nick.  We then stand and 
turn towards the West doors to welcome the Easter candle into Church.  
Then candle symbolizes the light of the risen Christ filling our reordered 
space.  Children are invited to pick-up a candle from the back and join the 
procession.   
 
A choir member sings… 
The Light of Christ 
Thanks be to God! 
 
As the Easter candle is brought in, we bless the water in our Font.   
A member of our choir sings… 
 
The Light of Christ 
Thanks be to God! 
 
John invites us to remember our baptism into Christ and to affirm our 
faith… 
 
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
I reject them. 
 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
I repent of them. 
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In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.  
Therefore, I ask: 
 
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
I turn to Christ. 
 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
I submit to Christ. 
 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
I come to Christ. 
 
Then candle continues to make it’s way into Church as the choir sing 
again… 
The Light of Christ 
Thanks be to God! 
 
As the candle is placed in the stand at the front of Church and children 
place small candles on our altar, we all join loudly in this response: 
 
Alleluia, Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
The Exsultet 
We sit and hear an Easter proclamation sung by a Cantor as we remember 
with joy the power of God raising Christ from the dead.  The Exsultet is an 
ancient proclamation that dates back to around 400AD and was sung as 
part of Easter celebrations in Churches from north Africa, to Italy and 
France. 
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The Gloria 
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The Collect 
We say together the special prayer for this Sunday… 
 
God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
 
  
The Liturgy of the Word 
We sit to hear our reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Acts 10.44-end 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 
Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 
Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ So he ordered them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for 
several days. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Gradual hymn: ‘Let us build a House…’ 
The choir lead us in our Gradual Hymn… 
 
Let us build a house where love can dwell  
and all can safely live,  
a place where saints and children tell  
how hearts learn to forgive.  
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
rock of faith and vault of grace;  
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  
All are welcome, all are welcome,  
all are welcome in this place.  
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
and words are strong and true,  
where all God’s children dare to seek  
to dream God’s reign anew.  
Here the cross shall stand as witness  
and as symbol of God’s grace;  
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  
All are welcome…  
 
Let us build a house where all are named,  
their songs and visions heard  
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
prayers of faith and songs of grace,  
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  
All are welcome…  
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Let us build a house where hands will reach  
beyond the wood and stone  
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  
and live the Word they’ve known.  
Here the outcast and the stranger  
bear the image of God’s face;  
let us bring an end to fear and danger.  
All are welcome…  
 
Let us build a house where all are named,  
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
prayers of faith and songs of grace,  
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter.  
All are welcome…  
 
 
Gospel Reading 
We remain standing and turn to face the reader as we listen to the Good 
News of Jesus Christ, who came to be amongst us.  We all celebrate God’s 
word by singing these words together. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. (Please note that this response is sung) 

 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
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‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master 
is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving 
you these commands so that you may love one another. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  (Please note that this response is sung) 
 
 
Sermon 
We sit for the sermon from Nick.  At the end of the sermon there will be a 
time of silent reflection. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
We sit as we pray for the church and the world.  The person leading the 
prayers may use one of the following responses. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Near the beginning of our prayers, we will say together this returning 
pilgrim’s prayer… 
 
Lord of our pilgrimage we give you thanks that you have been to us an 
inspiration as we set out; a comforting staff on our challenging journey; a 
shadow in the heat of isolation; an unchanging companion in the lonely 
hours; our transport when we were weary; our protection in all 
adversity; a provider of eternal peace for those who could not complete 
the journey with us and a safe haven at all times. 
 
Lord of our pilgrimage remain with us as our leader.  Rejoice with us in 
this your house.  Strengthen us to proclaim your word in all that we do 
and unite us as your grateful children to use our several talents to your 
glory 
 
The prayers may end with the following words 
Merciful Father… 
Accept these prayers, for the sake of thy Son,  
our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The Peace 
A minister introduces the peace 
 
God is Love and those who live in love, live in God and God lives in them.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace 
We share the sign language sign of peace whilst remaining where we 
stand.  Our Choir will then lead us in our offertory hymn 
 
 
Offertory Hymn:  ‘Be still’ 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here; 
Come bow before him now with reverence and fear: 
In him no sin is found - we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned: 
How awesome is the sight - our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.  

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace - 
No work too hard for him. In faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer         
 
The Lord is here         
His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts.          
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you 
thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, and in these days of Easter to celebrate with 
joyful hearts the memory of your wonderful works. 
To you be glory and praise for ever 
 
For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has 
conquered the powers of death and hell and restored in men and women 
the image of your glory. 
To you be glory and praise for ever 
 
He has placed them once more in paradise and opened to them the gate 
of life eternal.  And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven 
resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation sing for ever 
the hymn of your glory. 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his command, grant that by 
the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us 
his +body and his blood; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying:  Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me. 
To you be glory and praise for ever 
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In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he 
gave it to them, saying:  Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
To you be glory and praise for ever 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made 
once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom, and with this 
bread and this cup we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith:      
Christ has died: Christ is risen:  Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks and 
praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of your 
divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love and unite 
us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
To you be glory and praise for ever 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with 
all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father 
almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
The final part of our prayer is sung by the choir 
Blessing and honour and glory and power    
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your Kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For the Kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
 
Agnus Dei 
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Invitation to Communion 
Please stand.  As we are invited to receive communion we hear these 
words and respond… 
 
All here are welcome to gather at this table and share in the heavenly 
banquet for these are God Holy Gifts, for God’s Holy People 
Jesus Christ is Holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father 
 
In order to keep movement to a minimum, Communion bread will be 
brought to people in their seats.  Gluten free wafers are available, please 
ask the person offering you Communion.   
 
 
Communion Anthem 
Our Communion anthem is Mozart’s ‘Ave Verum Corpus’.  As this is sung, 
Communion wafers will be returned to the Aumbrey near our High Altar 
and a candle will be lit, as a sign of the enduring presence of Christ in our 
church building.  
 

Hail, true Body, born 
of the Virgin Mary, 
having truly suffered, sacrificed 
on the cross for mankind, 
from whose pierced side 
water and blood flowed: 
Be for us a foretaste [of the Heavenly banquet] 
in the trial of death! 
O sweet Jesus, O holy Jesus, 
O Jesus, son of Mary, 
have mercy on me. Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 
Nick introduces the General Thanksgiving as our post Communion prayer.   
 
Let us pray…  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and 
all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness 
of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 
praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to 
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all 
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honour and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
 
Doxology 
The choir sing the Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 
Notices 
We sit for our notices… 
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The Dismissal 
We stand for a blessing… 
 
God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to 
you who believe the gates of everlasting life. 
Amen. 
 
God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 
Amen. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. 
Amen. 
 
…and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
 
Final Hymn:  ‘Thine be the glory’ 
 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 
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Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 
 
The choir and ministers process to the West door  
and the congregation turn towards them. 
 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 
 
 
Dismissal 
John leads us in the dismissal 
 
Christ is risen from the dead… 
Alleluia!  Amen!  We will seek out Christ in the world 
 
In Christ you are a new creation… 
Alleluia!  Amen.  We will be Christ to those whom we meet 
 
Go in peace to love and serve our risen Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
In the name of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia!  Amen. 
 

With thanks to our Director of Music, Russell Burton 
Our organist today John Wade 

& Isaac Fee our organ scholar for the final voluntary Toccata by Gigout  
played on the Viscount Organ 
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Forthcoming Services 
Please use the booking system to reserve your place, unless otherwise indicated 

 
Wednesday 12 May 

12noon Midweek Communion in the Nave (No need to book) 

 

Thursday 13 May,  Ascension Day 

7.30am South Cheltenham Team service.   

Come and welcome our wider team to our new space! 

 

Sunday 16 May, Christian Aid Week 

10am Holy Communion for Christian Aid Week 

4pm Teatime Church for families 

 

Wednesday 19 May 

12noon Midweek Communion in the Nave (No need to book) 

 

23rd May, Whitsun/Pentecost 

10am Holy Communion 

6pm Choral Evensong 

 

Wednesday 19 May 

12noon Midweek Communion in the Nave (No need to book) 

 

Sunday 30 May, Trinity Sunday 

10am Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 3rd June, Corpus Christi 
12noon Holy Communion with procession, as we welcome the Gloucester 
Diocesan chapter of the Society of Catholic Priests 


